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A Bill’s Beginnings 


ORIGIN 

Bills are introduced in Congress by Senators and Con- 
gressmen. A bill may be written by the legislators 

themselves, or it may come as a recommendation from 
the Pre ident. Often bills are framed by congres- 

sional committees, or they may come as a proposal 

growing out of the needs of a group of citizens, or 
proposed by lobbyists or special groups. When a bill 
is written in correct legal form, it may be introduced 
in the House or the Senate, except that all revenue 

bills must originate in the House. 


Here is the path Bill” takes in going through Congress: 
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Public opinion, in a democracy, is so powerful that members of Congress are influ- 
enced to pass or kill a bill according to the wishes of the people. The discussion 
at social gatherings, 4-H Club meetings, or even at the post office is all port of this 
public opinion which influences the passing of laws. 
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Bill's Early Life- 
in the House 


Here /s the way Bill goes: 


| READ BY TITLE | 
GIVEN NUMBER, PRINTED IN LEGAL FORM 
AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE BY SPEAKER 
CONSIDERED BY TABLED AND LOST UNLESS 
COMMITTEE FORCED OUT BY MAJORITY 


OF HOUSE 


APPROVED AND PLACED ON 
CALENDAR, OR PUSHED AHEAD 
BY HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE 


al Pee TN) TO COMMITTEE 
ee FOR CHANGES 


[ Revectep | 


SECOND READING IN 
FULL IN HOUSE; DIS- 
CUSSED OR CHANGED 
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APPROVED, SIGNED BY 


SPEAKER, AND SENT TO 
SENATE 
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Teen age - 
in the Senate 


READ BY TITLE AND REFERRED TO 
COMMITTEE BY VICE PRESIDENT 


j 


APPROVED AND PLACED ON 
CALENDAR, OR PUSHED AHEAD 
BY SENATE RULES COMMITTEE 


BILL READ AGAIN IN FULL 
ON SENATE FLOOR; DIS- 
CUSSED OR CHANGED 


6 
& 


¥ 


APPROVED AND SIGNED 
BY VICE PRESIDENT 


TABLED AND LOST UNLESS 
FORCED OUT BY MAJORITY 


OF SENATE 


RETURNED TO COMMIT- 
TEE FOR CHANGES 


REJECTED 


READ AGAIN (THIRD } 
READING) BY TITLE REJECTED 
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Final Exams 


Wilf pass ? 


WHEN THE SENATE AMENDS A HOUSE BILL IT 


GOES BACK TO THE HOUSE FOR APPROVAL 


IF HOUSE DISAGREES WITH SENATE 
AMENDMENTS BILL GOES TO— 


CONFERENCE COMMITTEE OF BOTH HOUSE AND 
SENATE WHICH SENDS ITS AGREED CHANGES TO—- 
HOUSE SENATE 


WHERE VOTE IS TAKEN WHERE VOTE IS TAKEN 
ON AMENDMENTS ON AMENDMENTS , 


SPEAKER 
SIGNS IF BILL 1S APPROVED 


VICE PRESIDENT 
SIGNS IF BILL IS APPROVED 


PRESIDENT 


FOR HIS ACTION 


Graduation 
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Bill corres before 
the President 


Without Delayed 
With Honor Distinction or Denied Denied 


PRESIDENT 
HOLDS BILL 
10 DAYS. IT 
BECOMES LAW 
WITHOUT HIS 
SIGNATURE 


PRESIDENT POCKET VETO: 
VETOES BILL BILL REACHES 


AND SENDS PRESIDENT LESS 
IT BACK TO THAN 10 DAYS 


WITH 
PRESIDENTS 
SIGNATURE 


CONGRESS BEFORE CONGRESS 
ADJOURNS AND iS 
NEITHER SIGNED 
NOR VETOED 


CONGRESS CAN 
OVERRIDE VETO 
BY 2/5 VOTE OF 
BOTH HOUSE 
AND SENATE 
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